
 

Name: Tia Goldsmith

Role: Year 5 Class Teacher

All about me: Hi everyone, it’s me - I’m back! Last year I went 
to teach at a school in Fulham but I missed Whitchurch too 
much, so here I am! About me - I was born in Brent and grew 
up in Kensal Rise. My mum is Irish and my dad is Jamaican.
I have a brother called Kai, we are very close and get on well.

After school I went to college in Harrow and then studied Politics at Nottingham 
University (I wanted to be Prime Minister when I was growing up!) Fun fact - I once 
worked at Kidzania in Westfield! That was lots of fun. I also 
volunteered at a school in Fiji, which was an amazing 
experience and marked the start of my teaching journey.

Hobbies and interests: Outside of school I love 
travelling; this Summer I visited Bali and Singapore 
and had a wonderful time. I also enjoy reading and 
have recently purchased a Kindle. One of my favourite 
authors at the moment is Freida McFadden, who writes 
exciting mystery novels. Wicked and Matilda are a few 
of my favourite plays (I have seen Wicked 5 times!) and I 
also went to see one of my pupils perform in an adaptation of 
Grease. At weekends I enjoy a spot of brunch, shopping for shoes 
and catching up with my friends!

Best part about my role: As a teacher it is great getting to work with a range of 
children, each with their own personalities and talents. It is worthwhile to see them 
make progress and develop into well-rounded individuals - and to know that I am a 
part of that is rewarding.

www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk 1

Whitchurch
Weekly

13th Sept
2024

Issue 2 Meet the Team!



 

www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk 2

‘Meet the Teacher’ Sessions
Parents and carers are invited to attend one of our ‘Meet the
Teacher’ sessions next week to find out about the curriculum for the year ahead
and to ask any questions. Please enter through the playground gates and make
your way towards your child’s classroom (at the patio entrance).
There is a choice of two sessions:
Monday 16th September (9am-9.30am) please wait outside until registers are taken
Tuesday 17th September (3.30pm-4pm) 

 

Vacancies
We have a vacancy for a Welfare Assistant to work as part of our team
in a varied role, comprising welfare, clerical and general duties. Please
see the Vacancies page of our website for more details.

Booking Routine Appointments
Please remember to book routine appointments (e.g. medical/dental appointments) 
for your child outside of school hours or term time. 

Library Wallets
Please ensure that your child has a large plastic wallet for their library session - they 
will need this in order to borrow a book from our library. If you do not have anything 
suitable at home, children can buy a zipped wallet for £1 on their library day.

and Highlights
General Notices

Headteacher’s Coffee Morning
Thursday 3rd October (9am-10am)

Parents and carers are invited to attend a coffee
morning with Ms Inniss on Thursday 3rd October
(9am-10am). There will also be an opportunity to meet
our lunch provider, Coombs, who will share information
on their food provision and answer any questions.

Please contact the school office if you will be attending:
office@whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk

Apply
here

https://www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk/page/vacancies/114519


 

Childcare Booking - Junior Adventures Group
Please ensure that you book your before and
after school childcare via the Junior Adventures
Group website.

Music Scholarships
Thank you to all the parents who
responded to the music scholarships survey at the end of last term. We are thrilled 
to share that a large number of children qualified for the programme, reflecting both 
the high quality of music provision at Whitchurch and the children’s unwavering 
commitment to their musical development. Although the school is unable to support 
the scholarships initiative at this time, we remain hopeful and committed to exploring 
opportunities to make this valuable programme a reality in the near future. 

Mrs Leutfeld
Director of Music

Holiday HQ - Junior Adventures Group

Starting this October half term, Junior Adventures
Group are introducing Holiday HQ. 

The week features a Special Event and a Make 
and Take session, allowing children to take home 
the joy and memories of camp. Additionally, with 
two unique Daily Themed Activities tailored 
to the day’s theme, every day offers fresh and 
imaginative experiences that guarantee plenty
of fun.
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and Highlights
General Notices

Follow us on 
Instagram: 

WhitchurchPS

Holiday HQ 
information 
and booking

 here

DESTINATION

Send your children to a cosmos 
of creativity this October Half Term!

10% off
early 

bookings

Book 
here

https://www.instagram.com/WhitchurchPS
https://www.junioradventuresgroup.co.uk/holiday-clubs/
https://www.junioradventuresgroup.co.uk/find-us/whitchurch-primary-school-and-nursery/
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Wednesday 18th September 6CM and 6HA visit to Imperial War Museum

Friday 20th September  6HH and 6ET visit to Imperial War Museum

Tuesday 24th September Harrow Mental Health Support Team Coffee   
     Morning (9am-10am)
    
Tuesday 1st October  3SM and 3SH visit to London Transport Museum
     Year 5 visit to Buckingham Palace

Thursday 3rd October  Headteacher’s Coffee Morning (9am-10am)

Tuesday 8th October  3NL and 3LA visit to London Transport Museum

Thursday 17th October  International Day / Evening

Monday 21st October  2SA and 2ST visit to Woodland Forest School

Tuesday 22nd October and Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 23rd October 

Thursday 24th October  2KK and 2DN visit to Woodland Forest School

Dates for your
Diary

Autumn
1st

 
Tues 1st Oct       3NL
Tues 15th Oct       2ST
Tues 22nd Oct       1RA
Tues 12th Nov       1SM
Tues 26th Nov       2DN

Thurs 10th Oct       6HH
Thurs 24th Oct       4BS
Thurs 14th Nov       5SK
Thurs 28th Nov       6CM

Tuesdays
Reception
to Year 3

(9.05am to
9.45am)

Thursdays
Years 4 to 6
(9.05am to

9.45am)

View our 
calendar for 
assemblies - 

click here
Class Assemblies

Autumn

https://www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk/events
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Well done to our stars of the week, who have been selected
for excellent work and demonstrating our school values

Whitchurch
Stars of the Week

1RA Alaina
1SM Hadiyah
1PD Valentina

1IN Omar

2ST Livia
2KK Bhavyaa
2ND Abhay
2SA Sofia

3NL Joel
3SH Sebastian

3LA Tej 
3SM Kayleigh

4BS Rose
4XL Niam
4PC Tia

4ND Freya

5SK Kabir
5SC Whole Class

5TG Estrella
5RC Diya

6HH Ioana
6ET Halima
6HA Anika

6CM Ahmed and Adrian

Respect
Responsibility

Resilience
Honesty

Generosity
Aspiration

Top tip!

Establish a good routine in
the mornings and evenings
so your child is prepared for 

the school day. 

This week’s 
attendance stars 

are Nursery 
(100%) and
5SC (98.5%)

Attendance
Stars

Whole
School
94.6%
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Reception
have been 
settling in
to schoolYears

Spotlight on
Early

    Reception are here!

What an exciting week it has been as we welcomed our new Reception class to 
school! The children have been busy settling in, learning the new routines and 
exploring all the wonderful resources available to them. From discovering the 
classroom environment to trying out different activities, they have embraced 
each new experience with enthusiasm.

The children have also been making new friends, engaging in group activities 
and practising how to share and play together. Learning the names of their new 
friends and teachers has been a fun and important part of the week, and it has 
been heartwarming to see friendships starting to form.

A special highlight for many was enjoying their very first school lunch! Sitting 
together, chatting and trying new foods added to the excitement of their first 
days at school. We can’t wait to see how they continue to grow and flourish 
over the coming weeks!

Miss Ward (Assistant Headteacher for Early Years)
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Reception are here!

“I like to play outside with friends.” Arya, Leopards

“I like playing with the Paw Patrol.” Archer, Leopards

“I like to come to school so I can make new friends and play with all the fun 
activities.” Naysha, Jaguars

“I like to come to school to play outside with my friends.” Neeva, Lions  

“I love the pegboards and put the colours in the hole.” Maya, Tigers

“I like going to a new class.” Vanessa, Tigers

Reception
have been 
settling in
to schoolYears

Spotlight on
Early



Conflict Resolution

One of the most valuable skills a child can carry into adulthood is conflict resolution. 
From simple playground spats to much more serious fights, handling these 
disagreements in a mature, constructive way can sometimes be uncomfortable and 
can also prove rather tricky. This is especially important to remember when it comes to 
children, who could be experiencing this kind of situation for the very first time. 
 
Bringing effective, reasonable solutions to disputes is a difficult talent to learn and an 
even harder one to master. It’s vital that parents and educators know how to support 
young people in developing this critical skill.

Please refer to the poster attached to this
newsletter for advice on how best to help
children manage conflicts.
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Support for
Families Wellbeing

Family Learning Hub Parenting Programme
10 Week online course starting
Wednesday 25th September
(9.45am to 11.45am - plus 30 mins Q&A in first session)

This course offers parents and carers many positive, fun and practical ways
to help children to manage their feelings and behaviour.
 
Please visit www.thefamilylearninghub.com for more information and
email info@thefamilylearninghub.com to book your place now.
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Support for
Families

Harrow Mental Health Support Team
Harrow Mental Health Support Team are Education Mental 
Health Practitioners (EMHP), who work in schools supporting 
the wellbeing of families by helping to manage children’s 
anxiety and challenging behaviour.

For more information please see the
poster on the Support for Families
page of our website.

Brilliant Parents Online Workshops

Dealing with Disobedience (Monday 7th October)
Managing Fighting and Aggression (Monday 14th October)
Hassle Free Shopping with Children (Tuesday 15th October)
Developing Good Bedtime Routines (Friday 18th October)

For more information please see the leaflets on the 
Support for Families page of our website.

Click 
here for 
leaflets

W
hat happens 

next?

If your school have already made a referral for
you, then your EMHP will get in touch with you 
to book in an assessment.

If you haven’t been referred but would like to be, 
speak to a member of staff at your child’s school, 
and they will be able to help.

Harrow Mental Health Support Team
At Whitchurch Primary School

W
ho are w

e?

We are Education Mental Health Practitioners (EMHP), who work in schools 
supporting children and families with their wellbeing.

W
hat do w

e help w
ith?

Anxiety
Anxiety is a normal emotion and we all experience it occasionally, but it can 
be a problem when children feel worried a lot of the time or it stops them 
from doing things they want or need to do. We can help you to support your 
child to manage their worries and overcome their anxiety to face their fears.

Challenging behaviour
All children go through phases of testing boundaries, but sometimes they 
can behave in a way that is challenging to others and this persists for some 
time and becomes difficult for parents to manage. We can equip you with 
strategies to manage your child’s behaviour and support them to 
communicate and express themselves in a more helpful way.

H
ow

 does it w
ork?

We work with parents as research shows that this is an effective approach 
for primary school-aged children. First of all we would meet with you for an 
assessment session, to find out about your child and what you would like 
support with.

After this, if we feel we are the right people to help, we would offer you 
approximately 6 sessions to support you to manage your child’s anxiety or 
challenging behaviour. The sessions are called ‘guided self-help’, which 
means we help you to learn techniques to support your child, which you can 
then put into practice yourself.

Harrow Mental Health Support Team Coffee Morning
Tuesday 24th September, 9am-10am

You are invited to meet our Senior Mental Health 
Practitioner, Samiat Dabiri. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to learn how the Harrow Mental Health Support Team can 
assist pupils, staff, and parents with their wellbeing. We will 
also discuss common challenges and issues that parents and 
children may be facing. Please join us for an informal chat over tea,
coffee and biscuits. We look forward to seeing you there!

View the 
poster

here

https://www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk/page/support-for-families/114841
https://www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk/page/support-for-families/114841
https://www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk/page/support-for-families/114841


Parental Survey
Findings

Summer
2024

58.8%

28.4%

My child can take part in various clubs
and activities at this school

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

10.3%

62.4%

25.3%

The school supports my child's wider
personal development

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

10.9%

57.1%

31.2%

The school is well led and managed

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

8.6%

“Discipline and behaviour of
children in older year groups needs
to be monitored more closely.””

As a school we are in the process
of reviewing our Behaviour and
Relationships policy to ensure that
staff are equipped with the
understanding and tools that they
need to resolve behavioural issues.
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Support for FamiliesSenior Leaderhip Team

School Meals - Lunch Menu School Office Email

Useful Signposting Quick
Links

https://www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk/page/support-for-families
https://www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk/page/senior-leadership-team
https://www.whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk/page/school-meals/114839
mailto:office%40whitchurchprimary.harrow.sch.uk?subject=


 


