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At Whitchurch we have six 
core values which we 

underpin in everything we 
do .  They are covered in 

weekly assemblies, linked to 
our behaviour rewards, star 

assemblies and regularly 
interwoven into our 

teaching.  

We expect everyone in 
our community to share 

these values. 



• Daily attendance at school is of the utmost importance.
• Please ensure that your child is always on time:

• The school gates open at 8:35am
• We expect all Year 3 children to be in their classroom by 8:55am

• Please do not book holidays during term times – these will not be approved 
and your child will have these days recorded as unauthorised. 
• As much as possible, please ensure you book appointments outside of school 
day. 

Attendance and Punctuality



Morning drop off:
Children should be dropped at either main gate or Marsh Lane which are opened at 8.35am.  We have a 

‘soft start’ which means children can arrive from 8.35am until 8:55am when the gates are locked.  After 
that time children are registered as late and should report to the main school office.

Afternoon collection; 
Learning time finishes at 3.25pm and parents/carers need to wait patiently at the patio door.  Sometimes 

it might be a few minutes later.  If you want to speak to the teacher please wait until we have dismissed all 
other children (the handing over of children is our priority at the end of the day). 

Pick up and Drop off times



We strongly recommend a hot school meal in the middle of 
the day.  Children are supported in the hall and we ensure they 

are encouraged to eat and try new things.

School meals are booked for the full half term through 

parent pay.  Reduced the price this year to £2 per meal to 
support families. 

Lunch bands: Each child with a hot school meal is provided 
with a coloured band to indicate their meal choice: Red: meat 
and fish option; Green: vegetarian options; Yellow: vegan or 
alternative option

Packed lunches are discouraged for a number for reasons; 
• Difficult to ensure a healthy balance of all the essential 

food groups. 
• We have a number of children with extremely serious 

allergies and have to be strict about the food coming into 
school.

• More difficult for us to monitor what children are eating.
• We may replace any packed lunch that is not compliant 

with our lunch policies (we will of course advise parents of 
our concerns). 

Booking School Meals



• We ask that your child always has on a clean 
uniform.

• Red sweatshirt or cardigan (with or without 
school logo)

• White polo shirt (with or without school logo)
• Dark grey trousers, skirt or pinafore dress / red 

and white dress for the summer
• Smart black school shoes.

• Shirts should be tucked in at all times.
• If your child has shoe laces for either their 

school shoes or PE shoes, please ensure you 
are teaching them how to tie them if they do 
not know already. 

• Please ensure all uniform and PE items are 

labelled so they can be easily 
identified. 

Key Information: School Uniform



PE kits 
Children come to school in their P.E. kit:
• Coloured t-shirt (with or without school logo) -

depending on team colour
• Black shorts
• Grey sweatshirt – outdoors
• Grey tracksuit bottoms – outdoors
• Black plimsolls or black trainers
• White or grey socks
• PE bag (with or without school logo

• No jewellery 

Autumn 1 PE Days
3NL: Tuesday (Indoor P.E) and Wednesday (Outdoor P.E.)

3SH: Wednesday (Outdoor P.E) and Thursday (Indoor P.E.)

3SM: Monday (Indoor P.E) and Wednesday (Outdoor P.E.)

3LA: Monday (Indoor P.E) and Wednesday (Outdoor P.E.)

Key Information: Physical Education



Reading at home

Children are expected to read at least 20 
minutes of their reading book each 
evening; if children do not manage it 
one evening, they should read extra 
pages on other evenings. 

Reading records: Reading books are 
changed and reading records are 
checked by an adult regularly 

throughout the week. Please can you 

sign your child’s reading record to 
indicate your child has read each day.

Key Information: Reading at Home



Please encourage your child to be responsible and independent.
They need to have their diaries on a Monday morning.
This needs all the evidence of reading and to be signed by an adult.

Key Information - Diaries

Reading book and 
pages.
Signed by an adult 
daily

Signed by an adult



Key Information: Home Learning

Day due 

/checked
Subject Details

Daily Reading
20 minutes reading per day to an adult at least 5 days per week.

Recorded in diaries.

Monday, 

Wednesday & 

Friday

Diary
Signed by parent/carer weekly. Checked by a class teachers up to 3 

times a week.

Daily Spellings

Help your child to learn weekly spelling. Writing spelling sentences is 

encouraged although not compulsory weekly.

Challenge your child to identify new difficult words and look up 

meaning of new words using a dictionary. 

Tuesday Maths & English

Maths and English homework will be set every Friday.

Children will be given their homework books to complete homework 

in.  Homework is due in the following Tuesday (Wednesday at the 

latest).

Friday Mathletics All tasks set to be completed by Tuesday



Key Information: Spellings

• For the first weeks of Autumn 1 the children 
will review and will be tested on their Year 2 
common exception words.

• The children will be taught various 
strategies that focus on how to learn and 
remember the spellings of different words.

• From Autumn 2 onwards the children will 
then be introduced to Year 3 spelling words 
which will be sent home and will tested on 
in school once a week. 

• Please can you ensure the children are 

practicing these spellings everyday. 
The children can choose to practice these 
using some of the strategies they have 
learnt at school.



Stationary: In Year 3 should be bringing in their 
own stationary. All children are expected to bring:

• A small pencil case
• Writing pen
• 2 pencils
• Pencil sharpener
• 30cm clear ruler
• Glue stick

Key Information

• Green pen
• Colouring pencils
• Dry wipe board pen

Book bags – they should come into school everyday. 

Children should not be bringing: gadgets, smart watches 

or phones.

No party bags / food – if a child has birthday we will of course 
mark it and perhaps read their favourite e-book/ sing happy 
birthday but we never give out food or party bags . 

Stationary shop 
prices:



Year 3 Curriculum
At Whitchurch, we plan a personalised and interesting curriculum which centres around your 

child. This half term our key topic across the curriculum is Values in Action.
This topic interlinks across the different subject to help the children make links between their 
knowledge and skills and also focuses on the school’s core values.
A copy of Year 3’s overall curriculum map and Autumn 1 Medium Term Plan can be found on 
the school website.



Year 3 Curriculum
• Please take the time to read through the Year 3 Curriculum newsletter which was sent out to 

parents and carers via School Spider. The curriculum newsletter is sent out at the end of every 
half term.

• Within the newsletter it highlights the cross curricular links made within this topic, what key 
areas we will be covering and suggestions to support learning at home. It also provides key 

dates and information of any upcoming events for Year 3.

• Please also take the time to visit the school website where you can find our Year 3 Medium and 
Long term plan summarizing what we will be covering over this half term.



Year 3 Curriculum

Class timetables: Below is an example of our weekly class timetables. These can be found on the 
school website under the Year 3 year group page.

• This provides you’re an in depth look the different subjects covered throughout the week 

and also indicates key days and times when subjects such as PE take place.

• These are updated every half term. 

Books 
Children are provided with a range of 
different subject books to record their 
everyday learning. 
These are:
English - Yellow
Maths - Blue
Curriculum – (Geography, History PSHE 
and R.E) - Red
Science - Green
Reciprocal Reading - Yellow (small)
General Work book - orange
Home Learning - Purple



Year 3 Enrichment
This year, Year 3 are excited to announce a range of exciting activities and trips that will be taking 
place across the year. 
Details for each of these activities will sent out closer to the time. It is important that all parents 
and carers fill in the required details on time and complete their payments using ParentPay.

Trips/ Activities we offer this year:
• Autumn 1: London Transport Museum (linked to 

Geography) 

• Autumn 2: Stone Age workshop (linked to History)

• Spring 1: Rock Up – Rock Climbing (linked to Science and 
Geography)

• Spring 1: Roman Day (linked to key topic – The Romans)

• Spring 2: VR Volcano workshop TBC (linked to key topic –
Natural Disasters)

• Summer 1: Visit to Kenton Temple (linked to Religious 
Education)

• Summer 2: Visit to Canons Park – (linked to Art and 
Science)

• Summer 2: Visit to St Albans Verulamium (linked to History)



Parent Volunteers
We feel that the involvement of parents in children's education is vital and we encourage active participation 
in many ways. In whatever way parents offer their time, we are always extremely grateful.
There are many different ways in which parents can help in school – These include:

• Helping with literacy (typically listening to children read)
• Helping with numeracy
• Sharing your professional skills (for example, if you’re a doctor, you might go in to talk to a class whose 

topic is healthy living)
• Helping with classroom activities such as cookery
• Helping on school trips

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the school office.



Contacting Teachers
We are always happy to talk to you about your child.  Parents can email or phone the school office.  

Contact the Year team leader or the easiest way is to see the teacher at the end of the school day.  
If teachers don’t have time or more time is needed they will happily arrange an alterative time for you to 
come and talk .

Communication 
• Remember to read the weekly newsletter 
• Important dates and updates are posted on the school website – please check regularly 

• Download the School Spider app to receive important messages and updates

Important: Please tell us any change of details of people collecting your child



School Contact
Contacts

You can contact us via appointments made through the office, phone call appointments or via 
email.


